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After creating and developing our 
successful event management company, 
Paragon Events, over 26 years ago, an 
intriguing opportunity was presented to 
me.

A veteran travel associate approached 
me with a surprise suggestion to travel to 
Cuba for a visit.

I came back fascinated by this beautiful country, and engaged by 
the culture, art, music and the warmth of the people.

After a dozen trips, and a year-long wait for the licensing, Cultural 
Explorations Cuba was born.

We knew we wanted to do something different. We wanted to 
provide exceptional programming and unique, cultural adventures. 
We wanted our guests to be “travelers not tourists” and with that, 
we created our programming for Cultural Explorations Cuba. With 
extraordinary culinary experiences utilizing the most innovative 
paladars and truly engaging people-to-people programming, we 
provide our travelers the opportunity to first hand truly learn about 
the complexity and culture that is Cuba.

Please journey with us to this beautiful country and experience 
its people.

Explore * Engage * Embrace

Renee Radabaugh
President & Managing Director

A note from Renee
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Explore

Explore Cuba. Just 90 miles south from the coast of Florida is the largest island in the Caribbean. Cuba is a nation that has been closed off to 
Americans for the last 50 years, but is now available through people-to-people tours. Discover UNESCO World Heritage Sites, lush mountains, 
beautiful beaches, and the rich culture that is Cuba.

Engage with the people of Cuba. Despite the economic and government restrictions, Cuba is a nation that is friendly and welcoming. Conversation, 
music, dancing, and art is an important part of their daily society. Step back in time to the 1950’s and ride in a classic car while soaking up the 
relaxed atmosphere that becomes a part of the allure.

Embrace the beauty. The culture and beauty is truly fascinating. Throughout history, a unique identity was formed from a mixture of Spanish, 
European, African, and American influences that Cuba has intertwined to make its own.

Engage

Embrace

Cuba
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Cultural Explorations Cuba provides their clients memorable and rewarding travel experiences. Through people-to-people exchange programs, 
guests are able to make special connections with the local Cuban people, as well as gain awareness into what makes Cuba so unique. Travelers 
on the tours will be able to experience first-hand what makes this island country so fascinating. They will walk away with treasured memories of 
visiting legendary Cuban landmarks and sights, as well as develop a love for the country’s culture and beauty.

VIP Travel – Your trip begins with meeting your Travel Manager at the airport. They will whisk you through VIP check-in and be with you every 
step of your adventure.

Small Group Size – To travel as a VIP you can’t travel in mass. Our average group size is approximately 16 travelers, which allows you to share 
unforgettable experiences in Cuba with new friends.

Exclusive Excursions and Activities – Our Travel Managers have built relationships in Cuba with talented partners to ensure that your VIP  
experience is an experiential and memorable adventure. Our Travel Managers are always exploring Cuba so that we may bring you unique 
adventures.  They take care of everything so that you can just enjoy this unforgettable, life changing journey.

Top Paladars – We make sure that you only experience the top private paladars.  Our teams are always developing new relationships in Cuba and 
updating our programs to ensure that our clients experience cutting edge culinary and service environments.

VIP – At Cultural Explorations Cuba, VIP means more than Very Important Person.  It celebrates those that have a Voracious Interest in the Pursuit 
of knowledge, travel and worldly experiences.

Cultural
       Explorations                        

The

Experience
Cuba 
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Captivating
       Sounds
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Embrace the
            Culture

The materials provided a great guide that gave us the 
background for greater understanding of what we were 
experiencing. The information eliminated surprises and 
prepared us for what was to come. It was great background 
information.

-Cindy D.

“

YOUR PERSONALIZED ADVENTURE AWAITS

Find out why expert travel companies choose us. 
Visit with one of our passionate, dedicated travel 
professionals to learn why Cultural Explorations 
Cuba is the only choice for traveling to Cuba.  

”
All details were taken care of by Cultural Explorations and as things changed, 
it was seamless.  The food was way beyond what I expected.

-Ricki K.
“

What surprised me the most was the warm reception 
from the Cubans, and the lovely accommodations which 
was beyond our expectations. We loved our Cultural 
Explorations Travel Manager Evangelina!  Would definitely 
recommend Cultural Explorations Cuba.

-Anita H.

“
”

Seamless  and 
                 flawless planning.  

It was beyond our expectations! Our Cultural Explorations Travel Manager 
Ampa was so well prepared and knowledgeable, she truly made our Cuban 
experience so wonderful, she knows everyone in Havana! She has a fabulous 
and fun personality, we all love her!  All arrangements and details were taken 
care of so we truly had the best experience, a very memorable trip!  Our trip 
to Cuba was on our bucket list of places to visit, we were not disappointed in 
any way, overall a wonderful cultural experience. Thank you!

-Bata G. “
”

“
-Ben H.

Photo Credit: Nicolas Troncin

”
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SARATOGA HOTEL

Our  hotels  and Special
                            Accommodations

Casa Particulares and Private Homes are available.

HOTEL NACIONAL

MELIA HABANA

Cultural Explorations programs utilize 
the best accommodations that Cuba 
has to offer.

MELIA COHIBA

Looking to escape the ordinary and

venture beyond
the traditional?

MELIA COHIBA

Landmark
            Venues

Beautiful
               Vistas
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Explore the
             Sights
Havana is the capital of Cuba. Steeped in 
Spanish Colonial architecture dating back 
to the 16th century, Havana is a colorful city 
where salsa emanates from the clubs and the 
famed Tropicana show still runs nightly. Take 
a stroll through Hemingway’s favorite watering 
holes, La Floridita and La Bodeguita del Medio, 
or, with a slight drive away from town, you can 
immerse yourself in Hemingway’s “Finca Vieja” 
and see where the great American author wrote 
two of his most celebrated novels.

Havana 

Viñales, a romantic village with quaint colorful homes, is 
located in one of the most beautiful areas of Cuba. For 
nature lovers or those looking for a day trip to a peaceful 
place a couple of hours outside of Havana, Viñales is a 
must see.

Pinar Del Rio 

Varadero, one of the largest resort 
towns in Cuba, is located just a short 
two hour drive from Havana. You will 
find one of the most celebrated white 
sand beaches and crystal clear waters 
of the Caribbean. Dine at the former 
Dupont home, now called Xanadu 
Mansion. Built in 1927, the mansion sits 
on a rocky hill overlooking a beautiful 
beach, and the property is host to the 
only 18-hole golf course in the Varadero 
area.

Varadero 

Santa Clara is located in the central region of the country 
and is surrounded by hills. One of the most popular 
attractions is the Che Guevara Museum. A city with a 
diverse and colorful cultural scene, it has a central park 
with wrought-iron benches, and colonial architecture. 
Enjoy a ride on an old locomotive and visit an old sugar 
mill or continue on to Cayo Santa Maria, Cienfuegos or 
Trinidad.

Santa Clara 

Callejon de
            Hamel 
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Paladars and
        Nightlife

The freshest seafood
          Havana can offer

HM7

Explore the Cuban culture and people through the impeccable 
cuisine. Experience an epicurean delight like no other 
Caribbean island – via a private paladar. Paladares are small 
independent, family operated restaurants, sanctioned by the 
state.

Our programs encompass culinary education, agriculture 
and private farming, food with the art of cooking and artistic 
cocktail classes.

EL Litoral

HM7 Café Laurent

Recipes passed down
    through generations

Mojito 
           Recipe

Ingredients
• 2 teaspoons of sugar
• Juice of Half a Lime
• 2 mint sprigs
• 2 parts of sparkling 

water (9cl)
• 1 part of Havana Club 

Añejo 3 Años (4.5cl)
• 4 ice cubes

Casa de la Música

Method
In a tall glass, add 2 teaspoons 
of sugar, the juice of half a lime, 
2 mint sprigs and 2 parts of 
sparkling water (9cl)

Muddle gently.

Add one part of Havana Club 
Añejo 3 Años and the ice cubes.

Stir well, and enjoy responsibly!
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If you are in search of a memorable weekend getaway, our Havana Nights tour will fulfill your desire to immerse yourself 
in one of the most colorful and coveted cities in the Caribbean in just four days. Experience the country’s most culturally 
significant sites by day while joining in local celebrations by night with expertly chosen bars and restaurants.

Explore two of the most interesting and diverse districts of the capital city, the historic old town and modern downtown 
areas. Gain an inside perspective and unique understanding of the country and its people to establish a lifelong connection 
in just a few short days. Delve into the heart of the art and music scene, enjoy both classic and new culinary creations, and 
leave the island with a relaxed mind yet energized spirit.

Day One: Departing Location to Havana
Begin your journey to Cuba by reserving your own airfare or purchasing our add-on package. Arrive at Jose Marti 
International Airport and check-in to one of our preferred hotels before enjoying a welcome cocktail reception and program 
orientation. Conclude the evening with a welcome dinner at a local paladar and enjoy a free evening to explore what Havana 
has to offer. 
Meals include Dinner

Day Two: Havana
Begin the morning with a tour profiling the great American author Ernest Hemmingway and explore the village and residence 
that served as the inspiration for some of his most famous works. Enjoy an escorted walking tour through the cobblestone 
streets of the city, appreciating the grand colonial architecture that led to its UNESCO designation. Tour a local cigar factory 
to learn about the historical production process and sample the final product. 
Meals include Breakfast & Lunch

Day Three: Downtown Havana
Tour the historical sites of downtown Havana with a panoramic bus tour, including the infamous Plaza de la Revolucion, 
before a visit to the Callejon de Hamel Art Project led by world renowned Cuban artist Salvador Gonzalez. After lunch, 
the tour continues towards the regional baseball stadium Estadio Latinoamericano, Cementerio de Cristobal Colon, and 
Fuster Project in Jaimanitas among other culturally significant sites. Take the opportunity to truly step back in time and be 
chauffeured through the Malecon in a vintage car.
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Four: Havana to Final Destination
Spend the morning on a tour of the local Rum Museum to learn about the historical production process and sample the 
final product before a visit to Cathedral Square to see one of the eleven Roman Catholic cathedrals on the island. Depart 
from Varadero to Havana to arrive at your final destination from Jose Marti International Airport, in the early afternoon. 
Meals include Breakfast & Lunch

Havana Nights
Havana

4 Days | 3 Nights

• Cuban visa

• Accommodations

• Experienced Cultural Explorations 
Cuba bi-lingual Travel Manager with 
insider access to Cuba’s famous sites

• Expert local Cuban guide and driver

• 2 bottles of water daily while touring

• Exclusive Cultural Explorations Cuba 
people-to-people experiences

• In country transportation for tours, 
activities and included meals as 
outlined in program at private 
paladars with 2 beverages per meal 
and gratuities

• VIP group client call prior to 
departure

Included
Tour Hightlights

Photo Credit: Nicolas Troncin
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Cuban medical insurance is not included; 
however, it is required for all international 
travelers. Airlines with commercial flights 
to Cuba usually offer their own type of 
medical insurance plan for Cuba. Airfare 
may be arranged as an added package. 
Rates may vary. For more information, 
refer to page 15.



Discover the culture of the Caribbean’s largest yet least explored island nation with a tour of the capital city. Just 90 
miles off the coast of Florida’s most southern point the city of Havana and its unique cultural history have long been the 
forbidden fruit of the tropics for Americans until very recently. Take this exclusive opportunity to explore the well preserved 
time capsule that is Cuba.

This program features tours of several prominent communities of Havana, including the historic old city, urban downtown 
area, and coastal marina district. Explore the city with local insight to discover the best kept secrets of the capital, from 
hand-picked paladars for authentic Cuban cuisine to expertly guided tours of the city’s both world renowned and locally 
acclaimed landmarks.

Day One: Departing Location to Havana
Start your journey to Cuba by reserving your own airfare or purchasing our add-on package.  Arrive at Jose Marti 
International Airport and check-in to one of our preferred hotels before enjoying a welcome cocktail reception and program 
orientation. Conclude the evening with a welcome dinner at a local paladar to enjoy your first taste of contemporary Cuban 
cuisine while watching one of Cuba’s most prestigious dance companies, Habana Compass Dance.
Meals include Dinner

Day Two: Old Havana
Spend the morning with a tour profiling the great American author Ernest Hemmingway and explore the village and 
residence that served as the inspiration for some of his most famous works. Enjoy an escorted walking tour through the 
streets of Old Havana, appreciating the grand colonial architecture that led to its UNESCO designation. Tour a local Rum 
Museum to learn about the historical production process and sample the final product. 
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Three: Downtown Havana
Tour the historical sites of downtown Havana with a panoramic bus tour, including the infamous Plaza de la Revolucion, 
before a visit to the Callejon de Hamel Art Project led by world renowned Cuban artist Salvador Gonzalez. After lunch, the 
tour continues towards the regional baseball stadium Estadio Latinoamericano Cementerio de Cristobal Colon, and Fuster 
Project in Jaimanitas among other culturally significant sites. Wind down with dinner at an elegant paladar and a night of 
jazz at a local café club. 
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Four: Marina District
Discover the history behind the city’s long standing seaport with a tour of the marina district before visiting a nearby cigar 
factory to get a closer look at one of Cuba’s most well-known yet limited exports. Spend the last half of the afternoon 
mingling with locals at a craft market. 
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Five: Havana to Final Destination
Spend the morning enjoying the local arts and crafts of the region at the market before visiting a nearby community project, 
Arte y Corte. As a cultural economic initiative, the project unites barbers, hairdressers, and painters alike to transcend 
beyond their job and into their artistic work. Enjoy the last taste of the island nation at another paladar before boarding 
from Havana to arrive at your final destination from Jose Marti International Airport, in the early afternoon.
Meals include Breakfast & Lunch

Some of our 5 day / 4 night tour dates have a slight deviation:

Option A
Day trip to Varadero and Matanzas

Cuban Culture

5 Days | 4 Nights

Option B 
Day trip to Pinar del Rio & Viñales

• Cuban visa

• Accommodations

• Experienced Cultural Explorations 
Cuba bi-lingual Travel Manager with 
insider access to Cuba’s famous sites

• Expert local Cuban guide and driver

• 2 bottles of water daily while touring

• Exclusive Cultural Explorations Cuba 
people-to-people experiences

• In country transportation for tours, 
activities and included meals as 
outlined in program at private 
paladars with 2 beverages per meal 
and gratuities

• VIP group client call prior to 
departure

Included
Tour Hightlights

Havana

Mantanzas

Varadero

Pinar del Rio

Viñales
Day trip:
Option A

Day trip:
Option B
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however, it is required for all international 
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to Cuba usually offer their own type of 
medical insurance plan for Cuba. Airfare 
may be arranged as an added package. 
Rates may vary. For more information, 
refer to page 15.



This seven day tour visits three distinct landscapes and 
highlights a sample of every aspect of Cuban culture, 
history, and everyday life. Learn how the country’s most 
coveted exports are produced, enjoy authentic dishes 
at traditional dining venues, explore unique markets and 
places of interest, and most importantly create new and 
lasting memories that will be cherished long after your 
journey ends.

Day One: Departing Location to Havana
Begin your journey to Cuba by reserving your own airfare 
or purchasing our add-on package. Arrive at Jose Marti 
International Airport and check-in to one of our preferred 
hotels. Enjoy a welcome cocktail reception and program 
orientation, then conclude the evening with your first 
taste of authentic Cuban cuisine while listening to local 
musicians.
Meals include Dinner 

Day Two: Havana
Spend the morning with a tour highlighting the village 
and residence of the great American author Ernest 
Hemmingway. Enjoy an escorted walking tour through 
the streets of Old Havana, appreciating the grand colonial 
architecture that led to its UNESCO designation. Tour a 
local Rum Museum to learn about the historical production 
process and sample the final product. After an oceanfront 
dining experience, conclude the evening at a local paladar 
with an open air terrace overlooking the Atlantic Ocean and 
show at the jazz club. 
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Three: Havana Countryside to Downtown
Escape the busy streets of Havana and depart to the 
countryside for a farm-to-table excursion. Handpick the 
produce for your lunch at the world renowned Havana 
Mediterraneo, a paladar that locally sources all of their 
ingredients to create the freshest dishes. After a visit to the 
Callejon Hamel Art Project, the afternoon will continue with 
a panoramic bus tour of downtown Havana. 
Meals include Breakfast & Lunch

Journey to Cuba
Havana

7 Days | 6 Nights
Havana - Santa Clara - Cayo Santa Maria

Day Four: Havana Market & Seaport
Take a stroll through the downtown market and explore the 
arts and crafts of the community, while picking up perfect 
gifts to take home. While downtown, tour a cigar factory to 
learn and watch the historical process of manufacturing 
the best cigars in the world. After lunch, visit the Hotel 
Nacional and be absorbed in its grand architecture while 
enjoying a cafecito break before departing for the marina 
district. For your last night in Havana, enjoy a dining 
experience developed from culinary influences from 
around the world. 
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Five: Havana to Santa Clara to Cayo Santa Maria
Leave the island’s urban mecca to explore Havana’s 
eccentric, up-and-coming neighborhood located in 
the central region of Cuba. With a prestigious national 
university, Santa Clara is a youthful city bursting with 
personality and creativity. Spend the morning at a 
community art project, NaturArte de Santa Clara. Continue 
with tours of additional cultural sights of Santa Clara 
before continuing your journey to the town of Remidios 
to explore the colonial architecture. End the day at the 
picturesque coastal area of Cayo Santa Maria and check 
into your beach side accommodation, tucked away in a 
pristine tropical environment. 
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Six: Cayo Santa Maria
Spend the morning touring local heritage sights near Santa 
Maria, including a museum built from a former sugar mill 
to learn about the agricultural and economic history of 
one of the country’s biggest exports. At the resort-style 
hotel, enjoy the opportunity to explore the grounds and 
surrounding coastal area before a farewell dinner at the 
hotel restaurant. 
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Seven: Havana to Final Destination
Depart from Santa Maria with an airport transfer to Santa 
Clara International Airport for an early afternoon flight to 
your final destination.
Meals include Breakfast

Santa 
Clara Cayo Santa Maria

• Cuban visa

• Accommodations

• Experienced Cultural Explorations 
Cuba bi-lingual Travel Manager with 
insider access to Cuba’s famous sites

• Expert local Cuban guide and driver

• 2 bottles of water daily while touring

• Exclusive Cultural Explorations Cuba 
people-to-people experiences

• In country transportation for tours, 
activities and included meals as 
outlined in program at private 
paladars with 2 beverages per meal 
and gratuities

• VIP group client call prior to 
departure

Included
Tour Hightlights
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travelers. Airlines with commercial flights 
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Establish a close connection to the picturesque natural 
landscapes, lively city streets, and warm welcoming locals 
through our week-long people-to-people tour. Fulfill your 
wanderlust and uncover all that Cuba has to offer with a 
tour of the island’s most prestigious regions. Spend time 
exploring the urban center of the island before departing 
for the famous coastline, touring the lush interior regions 
along the way.

This seven day tour visits three distinct landscapes and 
highlights a sample of every aspect of Cuban culture, 
history, and everyday life. Learn how the country’s most 
coveted exports are produced, enjoy authentic dishes 
at traditional dining venues, explore unique markets and 
places of interest, and most importantly create new and 
lasting memories that will be cherished long after your 
journey ends.

Day One: Departing Location to Havana
Begin your journey to Cuba by reserving your own airfare 
or purchasing our add-on package. Arrive at Jose Marti 
International Airport and check-in to one of our preferred 
hotels. Enjoy a welcome cocktail reception and program 
orientation then conclude the evening with your first 
taste of authentic Cuban cuisine while listening to local 
musicians. 
Meals include Dinner

Day Two: Old Havana
Spend the morning with a tour highlighting the village 
and residence of the great American author Ernest 
Hemmingway. Visit a scale model of the area before an 
escorted walking tour through the streets of Old Havana, 
appreciating the grand colonial architecture that led to 
its UNESCO designation. Tour a local Rum Museum to 
learn about the historical production process and sample 
the final product. After an oceanfront dining experience, 
conclude the evening at a local paladar with an open air 
terrace overlooking the Atlantic Ocean and show at the 
jazz club. 
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Explore Cuba
Havana

Day Three: Havana Countryside to Downtown
Escape the busy streets of Havana and depart for the 
countryside for a farm-to-table excursion. Handpick the 
produce for your lunch at the world renowned Havana 
Mediterraneo, a paladar that locally sources all of their 
ingredients to create the freshest dishes. After a visit to the 
Callejon Hamel Art Project, the afternoon will continue with 
a panoramic bus tour of downtown Havana. 
Meals include Breakfast & Lunch

Day Four: Havana Market & Seaport
Take a stroll through the downtown market and explore 
the arts and crafts of the community - perfect gifts to take 
home. While downtown, tour a cigar factory to learn and 
watch the historical process of manufacturing the best 
cigars in the world. After lunch, visit the Hotel Nacional 
and be absorbed in its grand architecture while enjoying 
a cafecito break before departing for the marina district. 
For your last night in Havana, enjoy a dining experience 
developed from culinary influences from around the world. 
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Five: Havana to Varadero with a Stop at Matanzas
Leave the island’s urban mecca of Havana behind and 
head east to Matanzas. Continue on to Varadero, one of 
the most beautiful beaches in the Caribbean
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Six: Varadero and Cardenas
Day excursion to Cardenas- known as the Flag City, a typical 
Cuban town with lively legends and beautiful colonial 
architecture, this is where the current Cuban national flag 
was first flown in 1850. Visit the “Battle of Ideas” and the 
Oscar Maria de Rojas Museum.
Meals include Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day Seven: Havana to Final Destination
Depart from Varadero to Havana to arrive at your final 
destination from Jose Marti International Airport.
Meals include Breakfast

7 Days | 6 Nights
Havana - Matanzas - Varadero

Mantanzas

Varadero

• Cuban visa

• Accommodations

• Experienced Cultural Explorations 
Cuba bi-lingual Travel Manager with 
insider access to Cuba’s famous sites

• Expert local Cuban guide and driver

• 2 bottles of water daily while touring

• Exclusive Cultural Explorations Cuba 
people-to-people experiences

• In country transportation for tours, 
activities and included meals as 
outlined in program at private 
paladars with 2 beverages per meal 
and gratuities

• VIP group client call prior to 
departure

Included
Tour Hightlights
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This trip was amazing and will be listed among 
my favorite life experiences.  A big thanks to 
Cultural Explorations Cuba in organizing our 
models, casting, wardrobe, jewelry, and prep 
location.  Everything was wonderful!  This was 
an amazing photo shoot!  

-Sherri J.

Hair, 
       Fashion 
           and  Art

“
”

Culinary 
      Programs

Chef Stephen Pyles & Chef Ron

El Litoral

Amazing architecture and the people were so friendly. Our 
team had a wonderful time!! 

-Chris W.

“ ”

Hotel SaratogaUniversity and
Continuing Education

Auburn University

Meetings and
           Incentives

Jewish 
      Heritage

Custom
        Packages
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What are the travel restrictions for Americans? 
Traveling to Cuba without a specific license through 
OFAC (U.S. Office of Foreign Assets Control) is not legal 
for Americans. Our people-to-people license makes 
travel to Cuba legal and allows us to provide our travel 
guests with a unique cultural experience through the 
stories, music, and life experiences of the people.

Is Cuba safe for American travelers? 
Cuba, in fact, has a very low crime rate. As with any 
foreign country you should be aware of petty crimes, 
like pick pocketing, but otherwise it is a very safe 
place. The Cuban people are very welcoming toward 
Americans, despite the political differences between 
the US and Cuba. 

What else do I need to bring? 
• Your passport, plus one legible black and white copy 

of your passport 
• Additional cash for souvenirs and some tips 
• Camera 
• Toilet paper or tissues for public restrooms 
• Hand sanitizer/Anti-bacterial wipes
• Sunscreen/Sun hat/Sunglasses 
• Razor for shaving 
• Personal medication, aspirin/ibuprofen, Tums 
• Insect repellent 

Is the water safe to drink in Cuba? 
We recommend only drinking bottled water in Cuba. In 
hotels, tap water is safe for hygiene purposes. Bottled 
water can be easily purchased throughout Cuba. 

*Visit our website Cultural-Explorations.com for the 
latest regulations and restrictions on travel to Cuba.

What can I bring home from Cuba? 
Travelers are able to purchase and bring back Cuban 
rum, cigars, art, coffee, clothes, etc. for personal use 
only. As of October 2016, the monetary limit on these 
items has been removed, so travelers may bring back 
souvenirs as long as it fits in their luggage. Please note: 
U.S. American citizens are prohibited to bring back any 
Cuban currency or CUCs. 

What currency is used in Cuba and what is the 
exchange rate? 
A dual currency system is used in Cuba. The Cuban 
convertible peso, also referred to as CUC, will be 
the currency you will use in Cuba. CUCs come in the 
following denominations: 1, 3, 5, 10, 20, 50, and 100. 
The Cuban peso, also called CUP, is only used by 
Cubans. 

For information on exchange rates, visit www.xe.com. 

Can I use credit cards in Cuba? 
At this time credit cards issued by a U.S. Bank cannot 
be used in Cuba.  Americans must travel with enough 
USD currency to cover any additional purchases, 
incidentals, and tipping.  

How much money should I bring to Cuba? 
We advise you to travel with no less than $500 USD, 
plus money for souvenirs. Please also note that all 
hotel incidentals such as international calls made from 
your room need to be paid in cash at the end of your 
stay because you are unable to put down a credit card 
issued from a US bank.  

Trip 
     Insurance

We strongly advise our travelers to purchase travel protection through our 
TripAssure plan as it offers a wealth of important benefits and coverage 
including medical expenses, trip cancellation, interruption, or delay, lost or 
delayed baggage, etc. To learn more about TripAssure, please visit our website.

Frequently Asked
      Questions
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Passports & Cuban Visas
Each traveler is required to have a passport valid for 
six months after the return date of their scheduled trip. 
Travelers holding a passport from a foreign country, 
green card, U.S. visa, or special-use passport are solely 
responsible for understanding the limitations imposed 
on their passport, green card, U.S. visa, or special-use 
passport regarding re-entry back into the United States. 
Cultural Explorations Cuba cannot be held liable for a 
traveler who is refused service by the Carrier Service 
Provider or entry into Cuba because of a restricted 
U.S. visa or Passport or denial of a visa by the Cuban 
government. In the event the traveler is refused entry to 
Cuba because of Visa or Passport issues or denial of a 
visa by the Cuban Government, applicable cancellation 
penalties may apply.

Cuban-born Travelers
The traveler acknowledges that the Cuban Government 
imposes different requirements for Cuban-born persons 
traveling to Cuba than others, and that such a person 
obtaining a Cuban visa, if needed, can take a minimum 
of eight (8) to twelve (12) weeks. Cultural Explorations 
Cuba suggests that all Cuban-born persons wishing to 
participate in the program contact Cultural Explorations 
Cuba. Cultural Explorations Cuba is not responsible for 
any information it provides to travelers in this regard, or 
for any delay or denial in the issuance of a Cuban visa, 
if required.

Medical Insurance & Airfare
Effective as of May 2010, the Cuban government 
requires all international travelers to purchase a health 
insurance plan through Cuba. This rule applies to 
all overseas visitors as well as Cubans living abroad. 
Airlines with commercial flights to Cuba usually 
provide their own medical travel insurance plans to 
passengers. In most cases, this is included in the cost 
of a round-trip flight. Please check with your airline for 
further details on their medical insurance plan options.

Cultural Explorations Cuba offers the ability to secure 
flight reservations to and from Cuba for our clients 
and their guests. We provide this service as an add-on 
package and rates may vary according to departure 
location and time of year. Please inquire about our add-
on air packages when booking your trip with us.



Expect  the  Unexpected
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